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Message From Gretchen 
Yikes-it’s already September and soon we 
will be faced with all the holiday prepara-
tions.  The Arc of Kona is no exception; 
we are busily planning this year’s Bazaar 
and Car Show.  It’s the 15th annual!! 
Hard to believe that it has been 15 years 
but it’s true.  Time flies when you’re hav-
ing fun.  Last year we added a car show 
and it added a whole new dimension, so 
we are doing it again.  Save the date No-
vember 19th and bring your check book—
it’s a FUNd Raiser.  All is well at the Arc.  
Summer was a blur and whirlwind of ac-
tivity.  We have new staff, turn the page 
and see who joined our team. 
 
Our new division, Career Development 
and Training, has really picked up and 
the businesses all around the island have 
welcomed our Participants as new em-
ployees.  Thanks to all those businesses 
and thanks to the job seekers who have 
worked so hard to become good employ-
ees.  As we strive to bring quality and ac-
complishment to our employment pro-
grams, we are excited that Mr. Joe Cor-
dova, State Administrator for the Voca-
tional Rehabilitation and Services to the 
Blind Division is visiting Arc of Kona on 
September 23!! This is definitely an op-
portunity for us to showcase our opera-
tion. 
 
While we are dishing out the thanks; I 
can’t thank the community enough for all 
your support; it truly makes a difference.  
Remember all contributions you make to 
help support people with disabilities are 
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tax deducti-
ble as the 
Arc of Kona 
is a 501c3 
not for 
profit or-
ganization. 
 

Gretchen 

Gretchen Lawson 
President/CEO 

Don’t Forget! 
 

15th Annual Arc 
of Kona Bazaar 
November 19, 

2011 
Donations 

Gladly 
Accepted 

We would like to thank the following 
employers for their cooperation and 
generosity working with and hiring 

our Participants 
 

 Choice Mart in Captain Cook 
 Malama Market in Honokaa  
 Malama Market in Pahoa 
 Foodland in Waimea 
 Safeway in Kailua-Kona 
 North Hawaii Community Hospital in 

Waimea 
 Ross in Kailua-Kona 
 Leslie Correa of Paauilo Corner 
 County of Hawaii Base Yards 
 County of Hawaii Parks & Recreation 
 Federal Department of Parks & Rec-

reation 
 Takata Market in Kohala 

 Arc of Kona Yard Crew 

 Arc of Kona Janitorial Crew 



What a great summer season this has been for the Arc Participants.  
Successful art shows, medals won at Special Olympics, and Partici-
pants getting employed, some for the first time. 
The AHA Art Show “Got Art?” was held in late July and we had a 
good showing of our Arc artists participating in the showing and 
sale of art products and also sharing their music art form. Once 
again Gilbert Acosta kicked off the show with his ukulele and sing-
ing tribute to Bruddah Iz, that always starts the AHA show on a 

positive note. (Pun intended.) Thanks to all the families and friends that came to support our six art-
ists and their beautiful creations. 

Our Walmart School to Work Transition grant has partnered with Goodwill Industries” Ola I Ka 
Hana” program that will pay wages for up to 100 hours at a work site of our Participant’s choice. We 
now have some of our Participants in this program working at local small businesses as well as County 
and Federal job sites. This allows for that first job experience that will provide a wide variety of new 
work and personal skills and create a work history for use with regular employments. 

As we have been reporting in previous newsletters, the State Department of Health is putting a 
new focus on work and has created three new employment areas, pre vocational, individual work, and 
working in small groups of up to four people.  

To further prepare, the Arc is pleased to add a new member to our team. Chris Barnett, who is a 
former employee of West Hawaii Today and has done many stories on our agency, is now joining our 
Arc family as a part time employee.  Chris has an extensive background in assessments and job prepa-
ration from the corporate world and she has agreed to give us a much needed hand with the up- front 
preparation needed to get job ready for a job interview. We joyfully welcome her and her skills for all 
of our employment programs. 

The State Department of Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) contract has kept me really busy with 
several new referrals this period. It is a pleasure working with each individual and getting to know 
their personal story and work history and assisting them with their new employment needs. We want 
to congratulate two people who have made their 90 day retention and have successfully completed 
their employment plan this period.  Myleen Villarin, working at Foodland in Waimea, and Michael 
Carras, working at North Hawaii Community Hospital. 

Along with employment often comes the worry of “what happens to Social Security benefits”?  For 
some people it took a long time to get SSDI and SSI benefits, which include medical, and now the 
fear of not having them of-
ten means not going to 
work. 

To assist the community 
in navigating through the 
Social Security system, two 
of us from the Arc have been 
selected to attend training 
on O’ahu that is sponsored 
by the Medicaid Infrastruc-
ture Grant (MIG) and of-
fered/certified through Cor-
nell University. Cheyle Ki-
hara and myself have com-
pleted the three day intensive and are now in the ten weeks of Tuesdays on O’ahu to become certified 
Social Security Benefits Educators. This allows the Arc to serve all of those on Social Security who 
have a Ticket to Work as well as our VR and Waiver referrals. We will graduate the week of Thanks-
giving and be ready to share our knowledge to allow the transition to the workforce to be more 
streamlined and empowering for those that chose the Arc of Kona services. 

 
  Jeani 

News From The 
North Hawaii Office 

Jeani Navarro 
Vice President for Program 

Services 

 

The Arc of Kona is 
CARF accredited 

What is CARF? 
CARF is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that accredits human services 
providers throughout the United 

States, Canada, and Western 
Europe in the areas of rehabilita-

tion, employment, aging, and 
family services. 

The mission of CARF is to pro-
mote the quality, value, and opti-
mal outcomes of services through 
a consultative accreditation proc-
ess that centers on enhancing the 

lives of the persons served. 

Megan, Dorrit and Malia Display their Art at AHA Art Show! 

Gilbert Acosta Honors 
Bruddah Iz 

Joshua, Elijah and Jeani at 
AHA Art Show 



 

Our Mission 
The Arc of Kona is a private, nonprofit organization for persons with disabilities, their advocates and families. 
We believe that people with disabilities are individual in their desires, needs, abilities, and gifts as any other 
cross section of society.  The Arc of Kona is committed to helping persons with disabilities achieve their fullest 
possible independence and participation in our society according to their wishes. 

2010-2011 Board Officers and Directors 

Gretchen Lawson, President and CEO * Ruth Lindsey, Chairperson * Michael Fraser, Vice Chairperson 
Dean Uemura, Treasurer * Stephanie Ackerman, Secretary * Wayne Gray 

Bruce Cook * Bradley Izumi * Jerry Coiner * Kay Richford * Larry Scadden * Kathy Penwell   

 

Earn Bonus Points  
with your credit card  

while giving to a good cause. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Arc of Kona now  

accepts credit cards for your 
donations. 

In the last quarter, the ADH program’s biggest news has 
been to welcome a new Program Coordinator, Giuse Bul-
lock.  Giuse comes to us with a wealth of experience in 
the Kona community.  She has been busy getting to know 
all participants, families, staff, and procedures, and devel-
oping more in-class activities.  Giuse has shared some 
comments and news below: 

A New Team Member’s Comments: 

As a new member of the Arc of Kona, I would like to express how fortunate I consider 
myself as a part of such a great team! I am from the Big Island, with experience working in 
education, elderly care, and bereavement support. I love working with people in a way that 
adds to their well being and potential, as well as my own. I appreciate that the Arc of Kona 
is aligned with this personal aspiration, and am happy to be on board. 

One of the first observations I had was how smoothly and unified the organization runs. 
Staff and participants alike extend helping hands to each other, while doing their particular jobs com-
petently. Simply put, work gets done well, with an emphasis on personal interactions and contribu-

tions. 

Class Highlights and New Events: 

Some recent highlights in the class-
room include a Snorkel Day at Kaha-
lu’u Beach attended by Shannon, Ma-
lia (Mary Ann), Ikaika (Josh), Barbara, 
and Joshua. What a fun day in the sun, 
with an informational reef talk and 
plenty of snorkel time. And our very 
own Makaika (Apple) is now working 
in the office again, putting her focus 
and hard-work ethics to good use assist-
ing Katherine. Thank you Makaika! 

The newest Adult Day Health participant Kayci is a wonderful addition and has quickly established 
new fans and friends here at the Arc. Her lively spirit and bright smile enhance our program. 

As most of you know there are many activities going on at the Adult Day Health program on a 
regular basis. Between yoga, music group, roundtable discussions, the walking club, weekly outings, 
personal jobs, and program goal activities we stay busy! Recently we have also added a women’s and 
men’s circle. Taking place every other Friday, alternately with regular whole group roundtable discus-
sions, these new circles have been a great place for gender-specific bonding.  They’re also a place for 
discussing related issues and topics, as well as being a lot of fun! 

In addition stretch and movement classes are back by popular demand . These are taking place 
most Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Happening in-house and a few times a week, these classes 
are a great opportunity for all participants to partake. 

A Big Aloha to all participants and families for continued support and involvement. Together we 
enhance our lives and the lives of each other.  
 Yvonne 

Adult Day Health Update 

Yvonne Gilbert 
Director of Programs  

Kona & Kau 

Giuse Bullock 
ADH Program Coordinator 

Joshua, Dorrit and Shannon win GOLD at 
Special Olympics in Honolulu 
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Announcements and Events 
Mark Your Calendars 

15th Annual Arc of Kona 
Custom 

Car Show 

Lots of fun!  
Prizes 

Coloring & Crayons for the Keiki 
Hosted by the Arc of Kona 

Proceeds to the Arc of Kona! 

Bazaar 

Saturday, November 19, 2011  
9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

Lots of fun!  Call 323-2626 for more information 

Music All Day  Ono Food  Trash & 
Treasures  Silent Auction  

Lots of Craft Vendors 


	The Arc of Kona is CARF accredited

	What is CARF?



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



